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Our Vision

The EU’s key funding programme for research and innovation:

● Tackles climate change

● Helps to achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals

● Boosts the EU’s competitiveness and growth

● Facilitates collaboration and strengthens the impact of 

research and innovation in developing, supporting and 

implementing EU policies while tackling global challenges 

● Supports the creation and better diffusion of excellent 

knowledge and technologies

● Creates jobs, fully engages the EU’s talent pool, boosts 

economic growth, promotes industrial competitiveness and 

optimises investment impact within a strengthened 

European Research Area.
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/


Next: Horizon Europe

The ambitious EU research and innovation framework programme (2021-2027)

fuel EU’s scientific and 

technological excellence and 

the strengthen the European 

Research Area (ERA)

boost Europe's 

innovation uptake, 

competitiveness

and jobs

tackle policy priorities, 

including green and digital 

transitions and Sustainable 

Development Goals

Science

& technology
Society Economy



* The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is not part of the Specific Programme

EURATOMHORIZON EUROPE
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SPECIFIC 
PROGRAMME: 
EUROPEAN 
DEFENCE 
FUND

Fusion

Joint 

Research 

Center

Fission

SPECIFIC PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTING HORIZON EUROPE & EIT*

Exclusive focus on civil applications

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND STRENGTHENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA

Reforming & Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation & spreading excellence

Pillar I
EXCELLENT SCIENCE

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

Research Infrastructures

Pillar III
INNOVATIVE EUROPE

European Innovation 

Council

European Innovation 

Ecosystems

European Institute of 

Innovation & Technology*

Pillar II
GLOBAL CHALLENGES & 

EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL 

COMPETITIVENESS

• Health

• Culture, Creativity & 

Inclusive Society 

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry & Space

• Climate, Energy & Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture & 

Environment
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Health

Pillar II - Clusters

GLOBAL CHALLENGES & EUROPEAN 

INDUSTRIAL COMPETITIVENESS:

boosting key technologies and solutions underpinning EU policies & Sustainable Development 

Goals (6 clusters and JRC – non-nuclear direct actions) 

€53.5 billion

Culture, 

Creativity & 

Inclusive 

Societies

Civil 

Security for 
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Digital, 
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Space

Climate, 
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Food, 
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Natural 
Resources, 
Agriculture & 
Environment



Four key strategic orientations in the first 
strategic plan for Horizon Europe 

Key Strategic Orientation A

Promoting an open strategic autonomy 

by leading the development of key 

digital, enabling and emerging 

technologies, sectors and value chains to 

accelerate and steer the digital and green 

transitions through human-centred 

technologies and innovations

Key Strategic Orientation B

Restoring Europe’s ecosystems and 

biodiversity, and managing 

sustainably natural resources to 

ensure food security and a clean and 

healthy environment

Key Strategic Orientation C

Making Europe the first digitally 

enabled circular, climate-neutral and 

sustainable economy through the 

transformation of its mobility, energy, 

construction and production systems

Key Strategic Orientation D

Creating a more resilient, inclusive and 

democratic European society, prepared 

and responsive to threats and disasters, 

addressing inequalities and providing 

high-quality health care, and empowering 

all citizens to act in the green and digital 

transitions



Mission Board proposals Sept 2020
● Conquering Cancer: Mission Possible

Targets by 2030: more than 3 million more lives saved, living longer and better, achieve a thorough understanding 

of cancer, prevent what is preventable, optimise diagnosis and treatment, support the quality of life of all people 

exposed to cancer, and ensure equitable access to the above across Europe.

● A Climate Resilient Europe - Prepare Europe for climate disruptions and accelerate the transformation 

to a climate resilient and just Europe by 2030

Targets by 2030: prepare Europe to deal with climate disruptions, accelerate the transition to a healthy and 

prosperous future within safe planetary boundaries and scale up solutions for resilience that will trigger 

transformations in society.

● Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters

Targets by 2030: cleaning marine and fresh waters, restoring degraded ecosystems and habitats, decarbonising the blue 

economy in order to sustainably harness the essential goods and services they provide.

● 100 Climate-Neutral Cities by 2030 - by and for the citizens

Targets by 2030: support, promote and showcase 100 European cities in their systemic transformation towards 

climate neutrality by 2030 and turn these cities into innovation hubs for all cities, benefiting quality of life and 

sustainability in Europe.

● Caring for Soil is Caring for Life

Targets by 2030: at least 75% of all soils in the EU are healthy for food, people, nature and climate. The 

proposed mission combines research and innovation, education and training, investments and the 

demonstration of good practices using “Living labs” (experiments and innovation in a laboratory 

on the ground) and “Lighthouses” (places to showcase good practices).



Steps towards the first Horizon Europe 

work programme

Start of the preparation of the 

first Horizon Europe strategic 

plan (2021-2024) through 

early involvement and 

exchanges with Member 

States and the European 

Parliament, consultation 

with stakeholders and the 

general public 

Co-creation at Research & 

Innovation Days – Sept 2019 

and Sept 2020. Extensive 

exchanges with the new 

European Parliament. 

Establishment of new 

Commission

Drafting of the Strategic Plan 

and of the Horizon Europe 

Work Programme on the 

basis of the Strategic Plan 

From 

Summer 

2019

From 

Autumn –

Winter 

2019/2020

2020 2021

Adoption of the first Horizon 

Europe Work Programmes 

(ERC, EIC, ‘main’, Euratom) 

and publication of calls



Commissioner Mariya Gabriel: @GabrielMariya

Director-General Jean-Eric Paquet: @JEPaquetEU

DG Research and Innovation: @EUScienceInnov @EU_H2020

https://www.facebook.com/EUScienceInnov/

Horizon Magazine: @HorizonMagEU

Horizon Europe website: http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe

European Innovation Council: http://ec.europa.eu/research/eic

EuropeanResearch Council: https://erc.europa.eu/

Horizon Dashboard: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard

Follow us and keep up to date via:

HorizonEU

https://www.facebook.com/EUScienceInnov/
http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
http://ec.europa.eu/research/eic
https://erc.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard


With Horizon Europe, we step up our ambition 

for a sustainable future. The programme will 

maximise its impact by strengthening our 

scientific and technological bases, boosting our 

innovation capacity, driving the green and digital 

transitions and supporting an inclusive recovery.  

Mariya Gabriel

Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education & Youth
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Thank you!

#HorizonEU

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe

http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe

